
The A
gua H

edionda Lagoon Foundation w
as

established as a non-profit corporation in 1990,
to help conserve, restore and enhance the 
environm

ental features of the A
gua H

edionda
Lagoon, m

arsh w
etlands and w

atershed area,
to protect sensitive land through acquisition or
other m

eans and to prom
ote balanced recre-

ational and com
m

ercial uses consistent w
ith

assured future lagoon vitality. The foundation
serves as an advocate for the lagoon and is a
strong supporter of public access, trails and
recreational opportunities.

It co-prom
otes tw

ice annual clean-up days.
M

em
bers receive a quarterly new

sletter, 
T

he W
aterm

ark, and can enjoy Foundation 
sponsored tours of the C

arlsbad A
quafarm

m
ussel grow

ing facility and the H
ubbs-

Seaw
orld sea bass nursery. The Foundation

w
elcom

es volunteer participation on its 
com

m
ittees, including the Trails, Lagoon

D
iscovery C

enter, R
ecreation, D

redging,
Fundraising and C

om
m

unication com
m

ittees,
and, of course, on clean-up days!

A
gua H

edionda L
agoon Foundation

1580 C
annon R

oad, C
arlsbad, C

A
 92008

R
E

T
U

R
N

 SE
R

V
IC

E
 R

E
Q

U
E

ST
E

D

L
ead

ersh
ip

 S
ocieties

(L
ifetim

e M
em

b
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G
uardians of the L

agoon
❑

 I am
 considering a donation of $10,000 or greater. Please

contact m
e about becom

ing a G
uardian of the Lagoon.

Sentinels of the L
agoon

❑
 $5,000 Sentinel

❑
 $2,500 Benefactor

❑
 $1,000 Patron

❑
Boating

❑
Trails

❑
Ecology

❑
W

etlands preservation

❑
The lagoon, or ❑

the w
atershed

❑
C

om
m

ercial uses

❑
D

iscovery C
enter

❑
Invasive Species eradication

❑
O

ther _____________________________________________
G

en
eral M

em
b

ersh
ip

❑
 $500 Sustaining M

em
ber

❑
 $250 C

om
m

unity M
em

ber
❑

 $100 Friendship M
em

ber

❑
 $50 C

ontributing M
em

ber
❑

 $35 Fam
ily M

em
ber

❑
 $25 Individual M

em
ber

T
hank you for your generous contribution!

The A
gua H

edionda Lagoon Foundation is a 501{c}(3)
organization. Y

our contribution is fully tax deductible. 

Friends of the L
agoon

W
h

en
 ren

ew
in

g you
r m

em
b

ersh
ip

, p
lease ch

eck
 off you

r
area or areas of in

terest, in
clu

d
in

g

A
H

L
F M

em
b

ersh
ip

 Form
R

eturn this page w
ith check to: A

gu
a H

ed
ion

d
a L

agoon
 Fou

n
d

ation
, 1580 C

an
n

on
 R

oad
, C

arlsb
ad

, C
A

 92008
(760) 804-1969 •

 w
w

w
.agu

ah
ed

ion
d

a.org 

For renew
als, please correct your label if necessary.

N
am

e

A
ddress

C
ity

State
Z

ip

Phone (
)

Fax (
)

E-m
ail

A
 special thank you goes out toV

iaSat for printing, and to D
esign G

roup W
est for

design and layout of this edition ofthe W
aterm

ark!

A
pilot partnership betw

een the A
H

LF and K
elly

Elem
entary School has planted the seeds for a robust 

outdoor natural history program
 augm

enting the existing
3rd grade C

alifornia school curriculum
. In Fall 2006,

approxim
ately 100 3rd graders from

 K
elly School visited

the D
iscovery C

enter on tw
o separate occasions. D

uring
their first visit, the students w

ere introduced to the basics
of archaeology and w

ent on a real-life “dig” w
here they

unearthed “ancient” and “m
odern”

artifacts from
 a site near the lagoon.

They also studied the history of the
lagoon and learned to identify sev-

eral odiferous plant species in the
C

enter’s native garden using their
sense of sm

ell. The budding botanists
explored the field of ethnobotany – the

study of the m
any w

ays that native plants
w

ere used by the original inhabitants of the
lagoon, the Luiseño Indians. (Future A

H
LF new

sletters, 
as w

ell as the interpretive signs currently in production for
the native garden, w

ill provide m
ore inform

ation on this
fascinating area of study.) The students also learned about
rock art - pictographs and petroglyphs - and the destruc-
tion caused by vandalism

 to these ancient valuable relics.
A

s a grand finale, the students painted their ow
n rock art

w
hich they took hom

e as a souvenir of their visit to the
D

iscovery C
enter. 

For the second session, replicas of Luiseño clothing, 
toys, hunting artifacts and cooking utensils w

ere created 
especially for the program

 by a Luiseño scholar, and 
graciously paid for by the K

elly School PTA
. Students

rotated through five stations, w
ith each station set up to

depict various aspects of A
D

ay in the Life of a Luiseño
C

hild. Included w
ere: how

 to w
eave rope from

 plant
fibers; the ancient practice of grinding acorns into m

eal;
gam

es and toys used by young Luiseño children; m
usic

and cerem
onial custom

s, and finally, a “hunting” expedi-
tion w

here children learned about ancient spears and 
trapping techniques for catching “supper.” A

ll activities
included hands-on participation by the students. C

apping
off the m

orning w
ere Indian folklore tales narrated by a

N
ative-A

m
erican storyteller.

A
spring program

 is in the planning stages w
ith the them

e
of lagoon ecology and w

ildlife. �

T
heW

a
term

a
rk

First E
dition 

A
gua H

edionda Lagoon Foundation
Spring 2007

T
heW

a
term

a
rk

A
H

LF 
Launches 
School Program

s 
w

ith K
elly 

Elem
entary

B
udding botanists from

 K
elly School explore the sights and

sm
ells of the native garden

Enjoy this com
plim

entary copy 
of the W

aterm
ark, and consider 

m
aking a donation today!
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G
uardians of the L

agoon 
($10,000 annually):

N
R

G
 Energy/C

abrillo Pow
er

Sustaining M
em

bers ($500 annually):
R

ebecca Brow
n &

 Ed R
ose

Friendship M
em

bers ($100 annually): 
Patricia A

dam
s

G
eorge K

. Black
Scott C

arm
ichael, D

D
S

D
avid D

anville
C

raig &
 Pat Elliott

Sarah D
avis

W
m

. G
. D

yson C
onsultants, Inc.

H
ofm

an Planning &
 Engineering

M
artha K

insella
G

reg K
lam

t &
 D

ana Bristol-Sm
ith

R
obert M

ussay

C
ontributing M

em
bers ($50 annually):

Julie Baker
D

avid &
 Jacqueline Bloch

D
ebra Bodine

Scott &
 Pam

ela Blaw
usch

Piper &
 Eliza C

ervantes
The D

rennen Fam
ily

Beth &
 A

ngelo Ecija
Jeanne G

ruenw
ald

The H
anson Fam

ily
Jim

 &
 Sandy H

aw
ks

M
r. &

 M
rs. Joachim

 H
ettich

C
harlotte H

ibsch
K

enneth &
 M

artha Johnson
R

ick Jones
C

laire LeBuffe
Jim

 &
 H

eather M
acW

horter
Evelyn M

arsh
The M

att Fam
ily

The M
atthew

s Fam
ily

Brian &
 Illa M

cEvilly
Bud &

 Betty M
eese

Leslie Poznanter
Bryan &

 Lyn R
avert

Sue &
 Eckehardt Schulze

N
ancy Shaefer

N
oralee Sherw

ood
Planning System

s
Sylvia Taylor

The Tsang Fam
ily

W
e are gratefu

l for th
e su

p
p

ort of n
ew

 an
d

 retu
rn

in
g m

em
b

ers of ou
r Fou

n
d

ation
:

H
arry Truax

Leigh &
 Stuart W

hite
W

endy W
iegand

Jane W
itm

an
M

r. &
 M

rs. E.J. V
anderslice

Fam
ily M

em
bers ($35 annually):

K
en A

lfrey
Stephen &

 C
athy Brendel

Bristol C
ove Property O

w
ner’s A

ssn.
R

uben &
 A

nn C
erecedes

Jam
es &

 C
orinna Bush

Sarah C
unningham

Bill &
 Beth D

ickinson
G

ary &
 Susan D

uerst
Janet Fox

C
arolyn Funes

R
ussell &

 M
ary G

ross
The H

aka Fam
ily

Frank &
 Jeanette H

oehn
R

ichard &
 W

anda Jam
es

Sally K
atich

Bruce &
 Pat K

lier
U

m
a Lakshm

ipathy
D

evora Lockton
Fay M

cG
rew

Eric M
unoz

Z
achary N

em
zer

Larry N
ugent

C
huck Pateros

Jan &
 Jack Pintar

K
ristina R

ay
M

onica &
 C

ollin R
ipley

John &
 C

arolyn R
odosta

C
arol Scurlock

V
ijnan &

 R
ania Shastri

A
lbert &

 M
arilyn Stem

en
Blythe &

 Beverly Stokes
C

atherine &
 John Sw

an

Individual M
em

bers ($25 annually):
A

lice Beach
R

obert Beard
R

onald &
 Loretta Beckm

an
Jan Bennett

G
unnar Biggs

Palm
er Bochow

D
avid Brahm

s
Eleanor Burton

D
iania C

audell
D

onald C
hristiansen

D
elta C

ollins
Shirley D

ahlquist-Bursvold
M

ary D
eG

hionno
M

ark D
oyle

R
ichard D

uquette
W

illiam
 D

. D
yer

M
yra Finch

C
hristina Fredericks

Bill &
 D

ottie G
aynor

G
il G

ordon
Low

ell G
rim

aud
C

lara G
uy

Yvonne Jubb
Joan H

am
pton

M
ichael H

olzm
iller

M
arge H

ow
ard-Jones

Joseph &
 Beatrice H

raca
Beth H

ulsart
D

orothy Indrieri
V

incent K
alaher

A
llan K

elly
M

argaret K
essler

Jay K
lopfenstein

Stephen L’H
eureux

D
avid Lloyd

Jeanne H
arrington-Lloyd

A
rlene M

alkasian
M

ike M
ason

John A
llen M

ay
Lore M

iranda
N

elson &
 G

ilm
a O

sorio
Tom

 Palenscar
H

erb Papenfuss
Process Im

pact, Inc.
Steven &

 Susan Pynes
J.S. &

 J.M
. R

ekettye
Tony R

ichards
D

r. John Safarik
Betty Jane Schnelker

A
lden Seifried

R
ichard &

 Linda Sterrett
Sally V

igil
Patricia W

hite
Barbara W

illiam
s

Jackye W
illis

D
onald &

 M
arilyn W

inslow
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T
his past year has been very

exciting for the Foundation, as
w

e gain m
om

entum
 w

ith our
exposure and grow

th. 2006 
w

as m
y first year serving as

President, and it has been quite
an experience in m

any satisfying
w

ays. M
ost satisfying w

as 
seeing the com

m
unity value 

and im
portance of our lagoons

get m
ore visibility and support.

Som
e of the highlights of 2006

for A
H

LF include:

• Eradication of C
aulerpa taxifolia:

Form
ally declared eradicated

on July 12, 2006 by the
C

alifornia D
epartm

ent of Fish
and G

am
e, w

e celebrated a
global-first in this successful
effort. This story and the overall
m

essage of invasive species
w

ill continue to be a core part
of our Foundation.

• Earth D
ay O

pening of
D

iscovery C
enter: O

n A
pril 22,

2006, Earth D
ay w

as celebrated
w

ith the opening of the D
C

.
W

e w
ere honored to have the

attendance of M
ayor Lew

is,
C

ouncilm
em

bers A
nn K

ulchin
and M

att H
all, the Luiseno

N
ation, and the general public

for our biggest event yet.

• D
iscovery C

enter N
ative

G
arden: A

H
LF Lifetim

e
M

em
ber G

reg R
ubin is a leading

native plant expert and has
chosen our location to show

-
case the variety and beauty of
native plants and landscaping.

• N
ew

 Partnerships: The
Foundation has initiated 
partnerships on various fronts
to accelerate our grow

th, 
m

ission and exposure. 

For 2007, w
e w

ill continue the
m

om
entum

 built up this past
year and have the follow

ing
objectives to focus on:

• Financial Stability and
Fundraising: In 2007, the A

H
L

Foundation w
ill set up an

account w
ith the San D

iego
Foundation so that w

e can
benefit from

 the resources and
exposure that this partnership
w

ill facilitate. O
ther com

m
unity

foundations and funding
sources w

ill also be assessed.

• D
C

 Im
provem

ents and
Projects: The nuts and bolts 
of w

hat w
e have to offer the

com
m

unity w
ill be our

D
iscover C

enter and related
exhibits, program

s, and 
opportunities for public use.
W

e received a $386,000 city
grant for the D

C
.

• Trail D
evelopm

ent: The A
H

L
Foundation has been w

orking
to secure trail easem

ents in
coordination w

ith the C
ity of

C
arlsbad and the State C

oastal
C

onservancy. The overall
developm

ent of a trails net-
w

ork around A
gua H

edionda
Lagoon is a recognized com

-
m

unity objective that w
e are

com
m

itted to prom
oting in

concert w
ith the C

ity of
C

arlsbad, the C
alifornia

D
epartm

ent of Fish and G
am

e
and affected property ow

ners.
W

e need strong com
m

unity
support for the developm

ent
of Lagoon trails in 2007.

In sum
m

ary, 2007 w
ill be the

year that w
e lay the seeds for

our financial sustainability, and
align ourselves w

ith com
m

unity
expectations w

hile satisfying
Foundation objectives. C

aring
for our lagoons prom

otes 
quality of life. Feel free to 
send your ideas on how

 to 
further the grow

th of our
Foundation to m

e directly at:
president@

aguahedionda.org.

E
ric M

unoz
P

resident – A
H

L Foundation

P
resident’s M

essage - 
2006 R

eview
 and O

ur P
lan for 2007
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A
s noted in our previous new

sletter,
the C

aulerpa taxifolia
(C

.t.) infestations
in A

gua H
edionda Lagoon and

H
untington H

arbor w
ere officially

declared eradicated in July, 2006. W
ork

has been underw
ay since D

ecem
ber to

rem
ove all sand bags and tarps used

for eradication in each of the tw
o sites.

This w
ork w

ill be com
pleted in the

A
gua H

edionda Lagoon no later than
M

arch 31, since that date m
arks the

contractual end of the C
oastal

C
onservancy W

etlands R
ecovery

Project (W
R

P) funding for this activity.
A

dditional funding from
 the State

W
ater R

esources C
ontrol Board w

ill
support one m

ore survey of each site
to be conducted in the fall of this year.

O
utreach and education activities

have been a significant focus during
the past three m

onths. T
he SC

C
A

T
com

m
ittee is developing strategies

for discouraging shipm
ent of C

.t.to
C

alifornia by the aquarium
 trade. In

addition, notification w
as m

ade to
eBay of the legal prohibition of sales
of C

.t.in C
alifornia. U

nfortunately, a
survey of aquarium

 m
aintenance

providers determ
ined that 62%

adm
itted a w

illingness to dum
p

aquarium
 w

ater into gutters or nearly
w

aterw
ays. T

he SC
C

A
T

 team
 is

adjusting the outreach m
aterials to

em
phasize the legal prohibition on

these actions as w
ell as the environ-

m
ental im

pacts. �

C
aulerpa taxifolia

U
p

d
ate

H
u

rrican
e on

 th
e B

ayou
T

he A
H

L
Foundation is collaborating

w
ith the R

euben H
. Fleet Science

C
enter in San D

iego to prom
ote a new

IM
A

X
®

film
, H

urricane on the Bayou,
w

hich docum
ents the im

pacts of

H
urricane K

atrina on N
ew

 O
rleans

and the corresponding im
portance of

w
etlands. A

s w
e all know

, w
etlands

play an im
portant role in ecological

health, and by m
aintaining a national

and international aw
areness of 

w
etland issues, w

e optim
ize the 

stew
ardship of our local lagoon. 

A
press release associated w

ith this
film

 is attached to this new
sletter.

A
gu

a H
ed

ion
d

a 
L

agoon
 Fou

n
d

ation

B
oard

 of D
irectors 2007

Eric M
unoz

P
resident

K
en A

lfrey
V

ice-P
resident

Steve LePage
V

ice-P
resident

D
avid Lloyd
Secretary

Lori R
uiz

T
reasurer

A
l C

erda

D
ave D

anville

Jim
 Strickland

Bill K
loetzer

Peter M
acLaggan

D
iane R

ichards

S
taff

N
ikki W

eaver
D

iscovery C
enter D

irector

A
H

L
F &

 D
iscovery C

en
ter

1580 C
annon R

oad
C

arlsbad, C
A

92008
760-804-1969

E-m
ail:

info@
aguahedionda.org

P
u

b
lic H

ou
rs:

M
onday 9:00 am

 – 3:00 pm
W

ednesday, Friday 
11:00 am

 – 4:00 pm
Saturday noon – 4:00 pm

Private tours by appointm
ent

N
ew

 B
oard m

em
bers D

ave D
anville and Lori R

uiz enjoy the view

3

W
h

ere H
ave A

ll th
e Frogs G

on
e?

A
m

phibians, such as frogs and toads,
have porous skin that m

akes them
especially sensitive to changes in their
environm

ent. A
s their lifecycle

requires both aquatic and terrestrial
habitats, these vulnerable creatures
are am

ong the first to suffer the con-
sequences of environm

ental threats
such as pollution, destruction of w

et-
lands and other habitats, non-native
species introduction, and increased
ultraviolet radiation. O

ver 200
am

phibian species from
 around the

w
orld have experienced recent popu-

lation declines. A
m

phibians are fre-
quently referred to as “canaries in a
coal m

ine” – indicators of larger,
broader environm

ental problem
s.

Therefore, it is essential that w
e gain a

better understanding of our 
am

phibian crisis. 

In 2002, the N
ational W

ildlife
Federation (N

W
F) joined forces w

ith
the U

nited States G
eological Survey

(U
SG

S) to create Frogw
atch U

SA
, an

exciting am
phibian conservation ini-

tiative w
hich trains volunteers to con-

duct long term
 frog and toad m

onitor-
ing in their neighborhoods.
Frogw

atch volunteers are trained to
identify frogs and toads by their
sounds and to record the data they
collect. The results of their m

onitoring
efforts are subm

itted to U
SG

S scien-
tists w

ho use the inform
ation to

develop im
proved strategies for con-

serving threatened am
phibian popu-

lations. Volunteers w
ill gain a greater

appreciation for the diversity of frog
and toad species and a greater under-
standing of the im

portance of protect-
ing w

etland habitats.

The A
gua H

edionda Lagoon Foundation
w

ill be hosting a Frogw
atch U

SA
w

orkshop on Saturday, A
pril 28th

from
 9am

-1pm
. A

s an introduction to
this w

orkshop, author and noted

am
phibian research scientist Jeffrey

Lem
m

 w
ill discuss the issue of the

w
orld-w

ide decline in am
phibians in

a preceding lecture on W
ednesday,

A
pril 25th. R

efer to the U
pcom

ing
Events colum

n for m
ore inform

ation
on these exciting events! �

Join us on Sunday, M
arch 25th from

10am
–4pm

 as w
e celebrate W

orld
W

ater D
ay w

ith a day-long festival
filled w

ith lively and fun educational
opportunities for the w

hole fam
ily.

The events w
ill include: talks on

w
ater-related them

es, w
ater-related

crafts for the kids, educational show
s

by D
r. Z

oolittle, prizes and giveaw
ays;

live w
ildlife, booths and displays

relating to various w
ater issues, and a

preview
 of the A

frican R
ain D

ance

show
 featured at the San D

iego 
W

ild A
nim

al Park. The event is 
free but parking w

ill be lim
ited, 

so please try to carpool w
ith your 

neighbors. R
efreshm

ents w
ill be

served. C
o-sponsored by A

H
LF, 

Eco-Life Foundation and the 
San D

iego Z
oo w

ith additional 
funding provided by Poseidon
R

esources and M
etropolitan W

ater
D

istrict. C
om

e and learn all about 
our m

ost precious resource! 

D
iscovery C

en
ter to H

ost 
1st A

n
n

u
al W

orld
 W

ater Festival
Freeze-D

ried
Frustration

F
or m

any residents of C
arlsbad, the

w
arm

 w
eather brought by the Santa

A
na w

inds is one of the pleasures 
of living in Southern C

alifornia.
H

ow
ever, for those of you w

ho are
gardeners, the equally frigid nights
have produced a nightm

are. W
ithout

the hum
idity and cloud cover usually

experienced this tim
e of year, tem

pera-
tures have been dipping w

ell below
freezing for m

any nights in a row
.

M
ost tropical plants in people’s yards

sim
ply m

elted - burned to a crisp. 
The D

iscovery C
enter’s native garden,

how
ever, has anti-freeze in its veins.

A
lthough som

e plants suffered superfi-
cial dam

age, no deaths resulted. This is
one advantage of landscaping w

ith
native plants, as they tend to be m

uch
hardier than plants from

 other parts of
the w

orld.

U
nfortunately, the lack of precipitation

has created another challenge. Back in
N

ovem
ber the garden w

as seeded w
ith

about 25 pounds of w
ildflow

er seed –
enough to m

ake the grounds light up
like a rainbow

. M
any of the seeds started

to germ
inate, but w

ere killed by the
dry Santa A

na w
inds and/or the frost.

Som
e that survived w

ere then eaten by
bunnies. M

any others have not germ
i-

nated at all. O
ur only hope is for lots of

rain over the next tw
o m

onths, or w
e

w
ill have to just try again next year. So

keep your fingers crossed and let’s all
do a rain dance. �
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C
reatures of the A

gua H
edionda Lagoon

W
ednesday, M

arch 21, 7 pm
 - FR

E
E

M
arine biologist and A

H
LF V

ice-President
Steve LePage presents a fascinating look
into the aquatic creatures living in the
A

gua H
edionda Lagoon. Steve w

ill talk
about the ecology and history of the
lagoon and w

ill bring a variety of live
species for the public to see and touch. 
A

ll ages w
ill enjoy this special treat!

W
orld W

ater D
ay Festival

Sunday, M
arch 25, 10 am

–4 pm

H
elp us celebrate W

orld W
ater D

ay at the
A

gua H
edionda Lagoon w

ith this fun-filled
festival featuring talks on w

ater-related
them

es; w
ater-related crafts for the kids;

booths &
 displays on w

ater issues; tours of
the native plant garden; educational show

s
by D

r. Z
oolittle; live w

ildlife show
s; give-

aw
ays and free m

unchies.  A
lso a special

preview
 of the W

ild A
nim

al Park’s A
frican

R
ain D

ance show
!  D

on’t m
iss this unique

opportunity for a greater understanding of
our m

ost precious resource!

E
n

d
an

gered
 Frogs of N

orth
 C

ou
n

ty

W
ednesday, A

pril 25, 7 pm
 - FR

E
E

A
uthor and noted am

phibian research 
scientist Jeffrey Lem

m
 w

ill discuss the
issue of the w

orld-w
ide decline in 

am
phibians, w

ith an em
phasis on the

highly endangered M
ountain Yellow

-
Legged Frog (M

Y
LF). This frog, w

hich
once thrived on Palom

ar M
ountain, has

only 7 know
n rem

aining populations in
Southern C

alifornia and is considered the
m

ost endangered frog in the U
nited States

and possibly the entire w
orld. Jeff w

ill 
discuss his on-going efforts to salvage the
M

Y
LF through his w

ork at C
onservation

&
 R

esearch for Endangered Species
(C

R
ES), a branch of the San D

iego
Z

oological Society. 

N
ew

 B
irding P

rogram
s 

at the D
iscovery C

enter:

A
ttractin

g B
ird

s an
d

 B
u

tterflies to Y
ou

r
B

ack
yard

W
ednesday, M

ay 2, 7 pm
 - FR

E
E

Learn how
 to m

ake your backyard a haven
for w

ildlife w
ithout relying on m

essy bird-
feeders, w

hich frequently attract rodents
and other interlopers. N

ative plant horti-
culturist G

reg R
ubin w

ill dem
onstrate

how
, w

ith the right m
ix of plants, and a

birdbath or tw
o, you can create a vibrant,

living landscape w
hich w

ill attract a
plethora of birds and butterflies using a
sustainable native landscape. You w

ill be 
the envy of all your neighbors and your
backyard w

ill never be the sam
e again!

W
h

at B
ird

 W
as T

h
at?

T
w

o part series: T
hursdays, M

ay 10 
and M

ay 17, 7 pm
 

Fee per class: $10 non-m
em

bers; 
$5 m

em
bers

Field trip: $10 non-m
em

bers; $5 m
em

bers
R

eservations required; 
call (760) 804-1969 to register

Join C
laude Edw

ards, noted San D
iego-

area birder and w
ildlife biologist for this

lively and inform
ative introduction to

birding. “W
hat bird w

as that?” is probably
the m

ost frequent thought w
e have w

hen
w

e see a flash of m
ovem

ent or color w
hile

outdoors on a hike or in our backyards.
This tw

o-part presentation w
ill review

interesting and im
portant m

ethods that
can be used to better identify and appreci-
ate the birds w

e encounter. This is a quick
lesson to give you know

ledge and confi-
dence about our local bird species, includ-
ing im

portant term
inology, aspects of bird

field m
arks, behavior and sounds. A

guid-
ed

field trip w
ill follow

 the 2nd class.

M
r. Edw

ards is com
m

ittee chairperson for
the A

nstine-A
udubon N

ature Preserve and
also gives birding classes at the C

abrillo
N

ational M
onum

ent, the Sierra C
lub and

the San D
iego N

atural H
istory M

useum
.

H
e is also the co-founder of the annual

m
id-w

inter San D
iego Bird Festival.

W
orkshops at the 

D
iscovery C

enter:

Frogw
atch

 U
S

A
 W

ork
sh

op

Saturday, A
pril 28, 9 am

–1 pm
 – FR

E
E

C
all (760) 804-1969 to pre-register

D
iscovery C

enter D
irector and N

ational
W

ildlife Federation H
abitat Stew

ard N
ikki

W
eaver w

ill teach this w
orkshop w

hich
trains volunteers to m

onitor their local
neighborhoods and w

etland sites for frog
and toad populations. You do not have to
be a frog or toad expert to m

ake an im
por-

tant contribution; all you need is an inter-
est in frogs and toads and a desire to help
m

ake a difference in saving our w
ildlife.

Indian B
asket W

eaving D
em

onstrations

Sunday, M
arch 18, 12–3 pm

Saturday, A
pril 14, 12–3 pm

Fee per class: $10
R

eservations required, space lim
ited: 

call (760) 804-1969 to register

Join us for a fun and instructional after-
noon of basket w

eaving by the Paa’ila
Indian basket w

eavers. Learn how
 native

plants are used to create intricate baskets,
dolls and other ornam

ents. A
$10.00 dona-

tion is requested to cover m
aterials for

guests w
ho w

ish to learn how
 to m

ake their
ow

n baskets.A
ll ages w

ill enjoy this event.

C
om

p
ostin

g W
ork

sh
op

s

Saturdays - M
arch 24, A

pril 21
W

orkshops w
ill be held 10 am

–noon

Ever w
onder how

 to m
ake a com

post pile?
W

ant to create nutrient-rich garden soil
from

 food scraps? Then attend a free
Verm

icom
posting (w

orm
) W

orkshop at the
D

iscovery C
enter presented by the Solana 

C
enter for Environm

ental Innovation and
sponsored by the C

ity of C
arlsbad.

R
egister online at

w
w

w
.solanacenter.org, 

or call 760-436-7986 x216. 

D
on

’t M
iss T

h
ese U

p
com

in
g S

u
m

m
er E

ven
ts

C
lip &

 Save

✃
W

ith only one em
ployee, it’s a very dif-

ficult challenge keeping the D
iscovery

C
enter running sm

oothly on a daily
basis. W

hat m
akes it possible is the 

dedication of our sm
all but grow

ing

group of volunteer docents. If you have
a few

 hours of free tim
e every w

eek 
and w

ould like to jum
p on board the

ground floor of a very exciting 
adventure, consider volunteering at 
the D

iscovery C
enter. Som

e of the areas
in w

hich w
e need assistance include:

greeting the general public during open

hours; w
orking in the native garden;

trail m
aintenance; helping out w

ith
school program

s or special events and
w

orking on special projects. W
e are

especially in need of volunteers w
ith

accounting and grant-w
riting or

fundraising experience. C
all N

ikki at
804-1969 if you’d like to help out. �

It T
akes a V

illage

D
iscovery C

en
ter 

L
au

n
ch

es 
B

ird
in

g P
rogram

s

B
oard

 of D
irectors S

p
otligh

t: S
teve L

e P
age

O
n any given w

eekend, you w
ill

m
ore than likely find A

H
LF’s 

V
ice-President Steve Le Page poring

over the w
eather forecast and the surf

advisories rather than rushing his
three-piece suits to the drycleaners.
That’s because the only suits that
Steve regularly w

ears are w
etsuits. 

A
s a m

arine biologist and ow
ner of

the biological consulting com
pany 

M
-R

EP, Steve’s daily routine takes
him

 to places that the rest of us m
ight

only experience on vacation, if w
e

w
ere really lucky. 

H
is co-w

orkers are m
ore likely to be

residents of the sea than the usual
tw

o-legged office variety. H
arbors and

ports that use coastal w
ater property

or businesses that use ocean w
aters

for industrial purposes seek out
Steve’s services and expertise to 
ascertain and m

inim
ize any effect

their activities m
ay have on coastal

w
aters. The goal is to ensure that the

w
ater discharged back into the ocean

does not harm
 the m

arine environ-
m

ent and its inhabitants. H
is firm

 is
also responsible for filing regular reports
to appropriate governm

ental agencies. 

Steve’s w
ork also takes him

 into the
arena of pharm

aceuticals and the
developm

ent and discovery of new
drugs. H

e produces libraries that 
contain com

pounds extracted out
from

 a variety of m
arine invertebrates

such as sea anem
ones, m

arine snails,
etc., w

hich are then used in research
by academ

ia and pharm
aceutical 

com
panies in their efforts to form

ulate
new

 cures and drugs. 

Steve has been very involved in
issues affecting the A

gua H
edionda

Lagoon, and has conducted environ-
m

ental im
pact studies on the lagoon

for the past ten years. H
e w

as one of
tw

o private biological com
panies 

contracted to tackle the infestation 
of the invasive seaw

eed C
aulerpa 

taxifolia, w
hich w

as discovered in 

our lagoon in the year 2000 and has
since been eradicated. 

Steve w
ill share his vast know

ledge 
of the A

gua H
edionda Lagoon and 

the creatures that live there at a free
public lecture on W

ednesday, M
arch

21st, from
 7–8:30pm

 at the D
iscovery

C
enter. A

ssisting Steve w
ith his 

presentation w
ill be a variety of live

lagoon residents such as octopuses,
sea anem

ones, and several species 
of fish. D

on’t m
iss this am

azing 
educational opportunity! �

P
hoto: Steve w

orking w
ith a com

m
on

m
arine invertebrate that is used in 

genetic research

M
ay is International

M
igratory Bird m

onth, 
and in celebration of our
nom

adic friends, the
D

iscovery C
enter w

ill kick
off a series of birding classes
and w

orkshops w
hich w

ill 
be held throughout the year.
The bird species featured 
w

ill vary w
ith the season.

C
heck the Events Page for

upcom
ing dates and topics.
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