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ÒIn June 2000, the highly invasive Caulerpa taxifolia Ñ the aggressive algae which has 
destroyed thousands of acres of the Mediterranean Sea Ñ was discovered [in the Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon], most likely dumped into the lagoon from a household aquarium,Ó 
says David Mirisch, who produces celebrity fund-raising events. ÒThe eradication of the 
algae from the lagoon is an ongoing project. It has been curtailed, but they have to keep 
having divers go down to be sure that it has not grown back.Ó

Mirisch is producing the First Annual Celebrity Fishing Tournament at the Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon in Carlsbad on Saturday, May 17. ÒWeÕre raising money to keep that 
Caulerpa down where it should be and to help the Discovery Center, where kids can 
come up and take tours,Ó he says. For $100, contestants can fish from one of 15 privately 
owned boats alongside a participating celebrity. After the tournament, a VIP luncheon 
will be held at the Discovery Center for people to meet and greet the celebrities 
(including Christopher Knight of The Brady Bunch, Christopher Atkins from The Blue 
Lagoon, and Adrianne Curry from AmericaÕs Next Top Model).

ÒCaulerpa taxifolia was declared eradicated on July 12, 2006,Ó says Eric Munoz, 
president of the Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation. The eradication, says Munoz, cost 
Òover a million dollars a year.Ó The seaweed is more harmful than other invasives 
because, as Munoz explains, Òit is an aquarium version of a natural plantÓ and thus has no 
natural predators. ÒItÕs like Frankenstein Ñ it was genetically engineered in the Õ70s Ñ 
and they made it to be a plant thatÕs easy to take care of.Ó To eliminate this Òkiller 
seaweed,Ó divers covered the colonies at the base of the lagoon with plastic tarps and 
injected chlorine underneath.

The species that felt the brunt of the infestation were the eel grass beds. ÒThose eel grass 
beds are very important habitats for nursery grounds, lobster and bass Ñ all kinds of fish 
and critters that live in the lagoon,Ó says biologist Steve Le Page. ÒWhen those beds were 
affected and being taken over by Caulerpa taxifolia, we were losing all those habitats.Ó 
Fishing was temporarily banned to protect eradication efforts. ÒThey didnÕt want people 
to put anchors down or hooks that might snag the tarps,Ó says Le Page. ÒThe beds are 
coming back strong, and the latest surveys have shown most of the eel grass is back 
where it should be.Ó

Though gray smooth-hound sharks and leopard sharks frequently enter the lagoon in 
search of food, Le Page says their presence does not necessarily indicate that the lagoon 
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is healthy. ÒSharks are very opportunistic. TheyÕll come into an unhealthy lagoon because 
thereÕs a lot of things dying that they can eat.Ó

Le Page says that Agua Hedionda is now Òa very healthy lagoonÓ with a wide range of 
fish and invertebrates. Seals and sea lions will make their way into the lagoon. ÒWe 
actually had a little baby seal come in and grow up in the outer lagoon,Ó says Le Page. 
ÒHe took a real liking to me. He would follow me around and tug at my fins Ñ he almost 
became like a pet.Ó

According to the lagoon foundation, invasive species are not the greatest threat to the 
well-being of the ecosystem. ÒThe greatest threat that the lagoon faces right now is the 
steward of the lagoon leaving Ñ not having anyone capable of maintaining the tidal 
prism [or volume of water] in the lagoon,Ó says Le Page. Prior to 1952, the lagoon was no 
more than a foul-smelling mudflat. ÒThatÕs how it got its name Ñ agua hedionda means 
Ôstinky water.ÕÓ The lagoon was built for the use of the Encina Power Station, which first 
dredged the area and has taken responsibility for maintenance dredging every two years 
since. ÒWhen the power plant came, they needed to build an intake structure,Ó says Le 
Page. ÒThey needed to have a reservoir of water and enough tidal flushing to keep the 
lagoon mouth open.Ó

Now that the plant is scheduled to begin decommissioning some of its units, Le Page 
fears that without a private entity to take an interest in dredging, the lagoon will 
disappear. He, like other members of the foundation, hopes to see plans for a Carlsbad 
desalination project go through. ÒHaving a private entity being the steward of the lagoon 
is far better than having local, state, or federal government being steward,Ó says Le Page. 
When the Caulerpa outbreak was discovered, $300,000 was needed immediately in order 
to save the lagoon. ÒThe only way that was going to happen was if a private entity was 
taking control of the lagoon. If you had state, local, or federal government, it would have 
taken months to get the money.Ó

Ñ Barbarella

Celebrity Fishing Tournament

Saturday, May 17

7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch reception 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.)

Discovery Center at Agua Hedionda Lagoon

1580 Cannon Road

Carlsbad

Cost: $35 entry fee in advance ($45 day of tournament), $100 entry fee to fish on 
boat with celebrity, $35 for non-contestants/VIP luncheon



Info: 760-632-7770 or www.aguahedionda.org or www.hollywoodknights.com
CARLSBAD: Lagoon to host first celebrity fishing tournament

By North County Times 
CARLSBAD ---- Hollywood star gazers who love to fish can have the best of both worlds 
Saturday when the Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation hold its first Celebrity Fishing 
Tournament.

The event ---- from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday ---- is a fund-raiser for the lagoon foundation and its 
programs, with additional proceeds going to benefit the United Anglers of Southern California and 
Hubbs Sea World Research Institute.

The tournament will feature an assortment of TV and film celebrities, who will head out on fishing 
boats to try their luck in the lagoon.

Participants include Brett Cullen ("Goodwin" on "Lost"); married reality TV stars Christopher 
Knight and Adrianne Curry (VH1's "My Fair Brady"); "Days of Our Lives" stars Arianne Zuker, 
Joseph Mascolo and Patrika Darbo; Kyle Lowder of "The Bold and the Beautiful"; Richard 
Steinmetz of "Passions"; "Justice" from NBC's "American Gladiators"; "Blue Lagoon" star 
Christopher Atkins; "Joanie Loves Chachi"/"Happy Days" star Erin Moran; Roland Kickinger of 
"Son of the Beach"; film actor Marc McClure (Jimmy Olsen in four "Superman" films); and "The 
Amazing Race" season five winners Chip and Kim McCallister.

Local anglers who want to fish on-board with the celebrities (drinks and snacks included) must 
pay $100 for the privilege.

To fish on dry land from the side of the Outer Lagoon (between Highway 101 and Interstate 5) the 
fee is $35 in advance or $45 on Saturday.

Children 15 and under will compete for trophies, while anglers 16 and above can vie for $500 
cash and other prizes that will be awarded in the categories of the longest bass, halibut and 
spotfin croaker.

A fishing license is required for anyone over age 16.

Registration begins at 6 a.m. at the Discovery Center, 1580 Cannon Road (east end of the Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon). Fishing starts at 7 a.m. and ends at 1 p.m.

A lunch at the Agua Hedionda Lagoon Nature Center, catered by St. Tropez, and an awards 
ceremony will take place from 1 to 4 p.m.

Tournament producer David Mirisch said he's hoping to get about 100 people signed up for the 
tournament, which he hopes will grow into an annual event.

Awards ceremony, auction and a food and beverage reception for all competitors at The Lagoon 
Discovery Center. Sample packs of bait will be given to each fisherman.

For information, call (760) 632-7770 or e-mail david@dmirisch.com.

IF YOU GO

What: Celebrity Fishing Tournament

Where: Agua Hedionda Lagoon,1580 Cannon Road

Why: To raise money for the Lagoon Foundation and its programs
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Details: Roughly 15 television and film celebrities will participant in the event, which will feature 
prizes, lunch and a t-shirt.

Cost: Cost is $35 in advance, or $45 on the day of the event. To fish with a celebrity in a boat 
costs $100.

Information: Call (760) 632-7770 or e-mail david@dmirisch.com.
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Tinseltown veteran reels in stars for Celebrity 
Fishing Tournament

By Marcia Manna
UNION-TRIBUNE 
May 15, 2008 
CARLSBAD – It's not every day that North County residents can talk rods and reels with a 
reality television star. 

But those who pay $100 to participate in Saturday's Celebrity Fishing Tournament may get 
the chance to trade diet tips with “Celebrity Fit Club” competitor Erin Moran of “Happy 
Days” or discuss “the one that got away” with Adrianne Curry from “My Fair Brady.”

After more than two decades as a Hollywood press agent, David Mirisch is famous for 
persuading movie, TV and sports personalities to attend charity and fundraising events. 
Mirisch, an Encinitas resident, has made golf, basketball and bowling tournaments, gala 
dinners – even paintball competitions – more appealing by arranging celebrity appearances.

Mirisch has taken on the daunting task of arranging for about a dozen film and television 
personalities to participate in a fishing tournament to raise money for the Agua Hedionda 
Lagoon Foundation and Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute in Carlsbad. Besides rubbing 
elbows with Hollywood names, the guest who catches the longest halibut, bass or spotfin 
croaker wins $500.

Mirisch guarantees there will be plenty of fish just waiting to be caught along the Carlsbad 
coast. But he doesn't promise that a certain celebrity will show up because none of them is 
paid for making an appearance.

Star absenteeism at his fundraisers, however, is rare. One of Mirisch's specialties is making 
sure celebs show up to an event supporting a good cause because, well, he has a certain 
reputation.

“The stars I've represented have trust in me,” Mirisch said. “They know I look out for their 
better interests.”

Mirisch, known as a press agent with a “golden Rolodex,” counted Farrah Fawcett, The 
Supremes and Omar Sharif among his clients. He started his career as an assistant to Henry 
Rogers in the prestigious public-relations firm Rogers & Cowen.

“I sat in his office in a corner, and I had to have every trade paper, newspaper and magazine 
read and every Rogers & Cowen client underlined by the time he walked in,” Mirisch recalled. 
“I still start every workday at 5 a.m., seven days a week.” 

Other television and film celebrities scheduled to appear Saturday include Arianne Zuker, 
Kyle Lowder and Patrika Darbo (“Days of Our Lives”); Richard Steinmetz (“Passions”); 
Roland Kickinger (“Son of the Beach”); Chip and Kim McAllister (“The Amazing Race”); 
Justice (“American Gladiators”); Brett Cullen (“Lost”); Marc McClure (“Superman”); Brian 
Krause (“Charmed”); Christopher Atkins (“The Blue Lagoon”); and Matthew Borlenghi (“All 
My Children”).

Registration starts at 6 a.m.

Participants can pick up an event T-shirt, whistle (for alerting judges to measure a caught 
fish) and a wristband at the Discovery Center in Carlsbad. The wristband allows entry to a 1 
p.m. luncheon catered by St. Tropez Bakery & Bistro. People can buy $35 tickets to the 
luncheon even if they choose not to fish.

Actor Christopher Knight (“My Fair Brady”), who stars in the new NBC show “Celebrity 
Circus” next month, said he looks forward to a day of fishing in Carlsbad.

“David and I go way back to the early 1980s, when he would host a lot of tennis 
tournaments,” Knight said by phone from his home in Los Angeles.

“He does a lot of these charity events for various causes and always has. More often than not, 
I'm not available.” But this one sounded like fun, Knight said, “and I'm driven to help the 
lagoons and estuaries.”

Marcia Manna covers arts, entertainment and community news in North County for the 
Union-Tribune. 
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(North County Times May 23 rd.)
Fishing tournament winners named

CARLSBAD ---- More than 100 fishermen and their children turned out for the first annual Agua Hedionda 
Lagoon Foundation Celebrity Fishing Tournament held on May 17. The $500 winners were Jefferson Tafua 
in the bass category; Tyrone Moreno in the spotfin croaker category; and the longest fish of the day at 25 
inches was caught by Wayne Nelkirk in the halibut category. Brian Krause of the television series "Charmed" 
caught the longest fish in the celebrity division, a bass of 16 inches. All 15 celebrity boats from the Bristol 
Cove Homeowners Association were filled with $100 fishermen who paid to fish with the celebrities. The 
event was produced by David Mirisch of Encinitas.
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