
Food Chains & Food 
Webs  

Set-up & Supplies:  
• Poster board  
• Pencil  
• Colored pencils, crayons or markers 
• Food Chain Cards 
• Scissors (optional) 
• Glue  

A food chain is linear network of links in a food web starting from producer organisms and 
ending at apex predator (consumers), detritivores, or decomposer species. Each food chain is 
one possible path that energy and nutrients may take as they move through the ecosystem A food 
chain also shows how the organisms are related with each other by the food they eat. Producers 
are living thing that can produce or make its own food.  Consumers are living things that eat 
other living things. Types of consumers are herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. Herbivores eat 
only plants.  What eats an herbivore? Carnivores eat meat only and will eat other herbivores. 
Omnivores eat both plants and meat, so they will also eat other herbivores. A decomposer is a 
living organism that eats organic matter such as rotting or dead plants and animals and leftover 
food like apple cores and half-eaten sandwiches. Examples of decomposers are worms, 
mushrooms, slugs and bacteria.  

In a food chain, it sounds like animals and other living organisms only eat one thing.  In nature, 
most animals eat many different types of food.   

Food Chain Activity: 
1. Cut out the food chain pictures and color them. 

2. On your poster board, draw a picture of a sun in the middle.  



3. We are going to put your cards on the poster board one at a time.  Put them on the outside 
of the board and leave the middle open.   

4. Glue the pictures of the plants on the board first. Then, glue the pictures of the animals on 
poster.  

5. Your object is to draw a line between your plant or animal and something it eats or 
something that eats it.  Since plants don’t “eat” anything, what do they need to survive?  
Now draw a line between your plants and the sun.   

Is this complete?  

This is a little messier than a simple food chain.  What does this look like? A web. This is called 
a food web and is a more accurate picture of how all the plants and animals interact.  A food web 
is all the food chains in a single ecosystem. Each living thing in an ecosystem is part of multiple 
food chains. What would happen to the food web if one of the plants or animals disappeared? If 
the animal is high on the food chain, then all the animals or plants it eats would increase. Would 
this be problematic or beneficial?  If the animal is low on the food chain, then all animals above 
it will go hungry.  Everything in this web depends on all the others to keep a balance.  What 
affects one of them affects them all.  

Food Web Challenging Activity: Now that you have gotten to know food webs, it is time to 
create your own. Here’s what your food web must have:   

• 7 living things in your web 

• There must be at least 2 producers, 2 consumers and 1 decomposer  

• Use pictures and words 

• All the plants and animals must be from the same habitat 

1. Draw a sun again the middle of the back of your poster board.  

2. Decide what habitat you are going to use for your own food web.  

3. Next, pick the 7 living things that exist in your habitat. Remember, at least 2 need to be 
produces, 2 need to be consumers and 1 needs to be a decomposer.  

4. On the outside of the poster, begin drawing and writing each of the livings animals and 
organisms you picked. Remember, leave the middle open.  

5. Your object is to draw a line between your plant or animal and something it eats or 
something that eats it.  Since plants don’t “eat” anything, what do they need to survive?  
Now draw a line between your plants and the sun.   




